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PHOTOGRAPHING WATER
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Some Questions to Consider
When Photographing Water

Artistic Questions
A Do you want to blur or freeze the water?

A Do you want reflections or to see to through the
water?

A Do you want a smooth surface or ripples?

A When is the best time of day to get the shot you
want?

Technical Questions
A What equipment do you need?




Some Equipment You May Want

A A camera that lets you manually set the
shutter speedr most cameras today have this
capabillity.

A A tripod or monopod; a must have for those
long exposure shots.

A A polarizing filterz may not be an option for
compact or pointn-shoot cameras.

A A neutral density filtez may not be an option
for compact or poirin-shoot cameras.

A An alarm Clock.



Blur or Freeze the Water?

A You can change the appearance of flowing
water by changing the shutter speed.

A fast shutter (> 1/500 second) wil

capture

iIndividual water drops and freeze t

ne action.

A slow shutter speed (< ¥4 second) will make the
water appear to blur or flow. It can look like it was

painted on.

Varying the shutter speed between these two

extremes will vary the effect.



|  Examples Z Blur or Freeze?

1/4 Sec.; 20,71S0-400 1/125Sec.,:f3,5; 150400



Blur or Freeze the Water?

A To get the blurred effect:
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speed to 1/4 second or slower. This is often called
shutter priority.
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without one you can put the camera on a nearby
object to steady It.
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shutter down enough without over exposing your
picture. You can use neutral density filters to reduce
the amount of light entering through the lens.

Many compact or poinfh-shoot cameras do not
support using filters.




Examples Z Blur or Freeze?
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1/2 ‘Sec.; f/32,with/Neutral Density Fil




Examples Z Blur or Freeze’>
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1/2 Sec.; f132,51SO,100 1/400-Sec.|/f/7,15,1SO 800



Example Using Neutral
Density Filters

Hooker IFalls| DuPont:State Forest; NC

This was taken
on a sunny day.
| had to use a
very small
aperture (f 32)
and two
Neutral Density
Filters stacked
together to get
a 4 second
exposure.
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1 1/3-Secf/16 1SO-200



Or People

0.6 Sec., f/9, 1ISO 100




